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Peoria PlayHouse Teacher Team 2017-2018: STEAM for Young Students 

The PlayHouse Teacher Team is a group of up to 15 educators, who come 
together regularly throughout the school year to collaborate to generate ides for 
both their classrooms and contribute to the PlayHouse.  

The 2017-2018 PlayHouse Teacher Team will be discussing science, technology, 
engineering, art, and mathematics (STEAM) curriculum. Monthly meetings will 
include collaborative discussion and hands-on activities. Classes will be eligible 
for Continuing Education Units (CEU). All sessions will also include time to work 
together to plan a STEAM program at the PlayHouse on May 5, 2018: STEM-
osaurus Rex Day! 

Workshops will be held on the following Wednesdays, from 4-6pm: 

October 25, 2017 – Idea sharing: How do you teach STEAM? 

Share your favorite STEAM lessons and explore how the Peoria PlayHouse teaches STEAM. We will 
also discuss the Teacher Team format and what our year together will look like. 

November 29, 2017 – What does it mean to think like a scientist? 

Share with us how you encourage your students to think like scientists. Additionally, explore and 
critique chemistry and biology hands-on activities. 

January 31, 2018 – Engineering for Little Hands and Big Minds 

How do you engage kids with engineering? How to do you get kids to think like engineers? Share 
your ideas and learn how the PlayHouse uses KEVA planks and challenge bags. 

February 28, 2018 – Technology in the Classroom 

Are there ways you use technology in the classroom to extend your students’ STEAM learning? 
Meet some of our favorites, including Makey Makey. How can technology benefit our kids in the 
classroom and museum? 

March 28, 2018 – Where does art fit in? 

Try out the PlayHouse’s architecture and animation explorations, and then tell us how they can 
better support your students.  Consider how art supports, deepens or broadens STEAM learning. 

April 25, 2018 – Exploring our Natural World 

How do you incorporate environmental education into your classroom? Experience nature 
journaling with the PlayHouse’s own Wendy Ferguson, and brainstorm ways to use this in your 
class.  

May 30, 2018 – How did we do this year? 
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Help us figure it out.  
Between October and May, the PlayHouse Teacher Team will address questions about hands-on 
STEAM education for early childhood and elementary school students. Workshops will be held on 
the scheduled Wednesdays (listed above).  

Participating teachers will receive:  

• A free PlayHouse field trip for their students during the 2017-18 school year (tour must be 
completed by April 1, 2018)  

• Professional development hours (through the Regional Office of Education) 

 • Snacks and our undying gratitude!  

Participating teachers must:  

• Commit to attending all 6 sessions. 

 • Be a current teacher of students between the ages of 3 and 12.  

In order to ensure that the PlayHouse Teacher Team represents a diversity of student populations 
(age, region, public, private, and parochial schools, etc.), we ask that interested teachers 
complete the attached application form. Application forms must be received no later than 
Sunday, October 22, 2017. We will contact all applicants no later than Monday, October 23rd 
regarding this project. 

 

Submit your application online at link below: 

https://goo.gl/forms/F9PWUs4KAQ1ak24Y2  

You may also choose to print, complete, and scan or fax the form. 

Fax number: 309-323-6901 

Email address: cbaxter@peoriaparks.org 

https://goo.gl/forms/F9PWUs4KAQ1ak24Y2

