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Construction Book List  

Title Author Summary Picture 

 
Construction 
 

 
Sutton, Sally 

Thonk! Clonk! Clap! The team behind 
Roadwork and Demolition returns to the 
construction site, where big machines and 
busy workers dig, hoist, and hammer away. 

 
 
Construction Zone 
 

 
Hudson, Cheryl Wills 

Caution! Construction zone ahead! Anyone 
who has ever stopped to watch a big building 
going up — and who hasn't? — will be thrilled 
by this behind-the-scenes look at an amazing 
construction project. 

 
 
Construction Vehicles 
 

 
Jennings, Terry J. 

A fun packed six book series full of clear 
diagrams, colourful illustrations, superb 
photographs and easy-to-read engaging text 

 
 
Big Book of 
Construction Machines 
 

 
Alexander, Heather 

With child-friendly explanations of 
construction sites, the machines used on 
them, the jobs the machines perform, and 
the people who drive them, the Big Book of 
Construction Machines is a must-have 
follow-up to Big Book of Tractors.  

 



   Construction 

 
This is Daniel Cook at 
the Construction Site 

 
Ghione, Yvette 

Daniel Cook visits a construction site, finds out 
about the equipment and attire used by 
construction workers, and discovers how a 
sidewalk is built. 

 

 
A Day in the Life of a 
Construction Worker 
 

 
Adamson, Heather 

 
Explains the work done by construction 
workers. 

 

 
Excavators 
 

 
Lennie, Charles 

Beep! Beep! Back up into one of the toughest 
construction machines: excavators! Learn why 
excavators are important at the job site, what 
makes them special, and more. Complete with 
a More Facts section and bolded glossary 
terms. Young readers will gather basic 
information through easy-to-read, simple text 
alongside colorful full-bleed photographs. 

 

 
Concrete Mixers 

 
Lennie, Charles 
 

Beep! Beep! Back up into one of the toughest 
construction machines: concrete mixers! 
Learn why concrete mixers are are important 
at the job site, what makes them special, and 
more. Complete with a More Facts section 
and bolded glossary terms. Young readers will 
gather basic information through easy-to-
read, simple text alongside colorful full-bleed 
photographs. 
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Dump Trucks 

 
Lennie, Charles 
 

Beep! Beep! Back up into one of the toughest 
construction machines: dump trucks! Learn 
why dump trucks are important at the job site, 
what makes them special, and more. 
Complete with a More Facts section and 
bolded glossary terms. Young readers will 
gather basic information through easy-to-
read, simple text alongside colorful full-bleed 
photographs. 

 

 
Bulldozers 

 
Lennie, Charles 
 

Beep! Beep! Back up into one of the toughest 
construction machines: bulldozers! Learn why 
bulldozers are important at the job site, what 
makes them special, and more. Complete with 
a More Facts section and bolded glossary 
terms. Young readers will gather basic 
information through easy-to-read, simple text 
alongside colorful full-bleed photographs 

 

 
Cranes 
 

 
Lennie, Charles 

Beep! Beep! Back up into one of the 
toughest construction machines: cranes! 
Learn why cranes are are important at the 
job site, what makes them special, and 
more. Complete with a More Facts section 
and bolded glossary terms. Young readers 
will gather basic information through easy-
to-read, simple text alongside colorful full-
bleed photographs 

 

 
Loaders 
 

 
Lennie, Charles 

Beep! Beep! Back up into one of the toughest 
construction machines: loaders! Learn why 
loaders are are important at the job site, what 
makes them special, and more. Complete with 
a More Facts section and bolded glossary 
terms. Young readers will gather basic 
information through easy-to-read, simple text 
alongside colorful full-bleed photographs. 
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Levels 
 

 
Marsico, Katie 

Levels are among the most commonly used 
tools in any handyman's or handywoman's 
arsenal. This book will help students develop 
word recognition and reading skills while 
discovering what these incredible tools can do 
and how they do it. They will also find out 
how different kinds of levels can be used to 
tackle specialized projects. Additional text 
features and search tools, including a glossary 
and an index, help students locate important 
information and learn new words. 

 

 
Wrenches 
 

 
Gregory, Josh 

Wrenches are among the most commonly 
used tools in any handyman's or 
handywoman's arsenal. This book will help 
students develop word recognition and 
reading skills while discovering what these 
incredible tools can do and how they do it. 
They will also find out how different kinds of 
wrenches can be used to tackle specialized 
projects. Additional text features and search 
tools, including a glossary and an index, help 
students locate important information and 
learn new words. 

 

 
Saws 
 

 
Marsico, Katie 

Saws are among the most commonly used 
tools in any handyman's or handywoman's 
arsenal. This book will help students develop 
word recognition and reading skills while 
discovering what these incredible tools can do 
and how they do it. They will also find out 
how different kinds of saws can be used to 
tackle specialized projects. Additional text 
features and search tools, including a glossary 
and an index, help students locate important 
information and learn new words. 
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Tape Measures 
 

 
Marsico, Katie 

Tape measures are among the most 
commonly used tools in any handyman's or 
handywoman's arsenal. This book will help 
students develop word recognition and 
reading skills while discovering what these 
incredible tools can do and how they do it. 
They will also find out how tape measures can 
be used to tackle specialized projects. 
Additional text features and search tools, 
including a glossary and an index, help 
students locate important information and 
learn new words. 

 

 
Hammers 
 

 
Gregory, Josh 

Hammers are among the most commonly 
used tools in any handyman's arsenal. This 
book will help students develop word 
recognition and reading skills while 
discovering what these incredible tools can do 
and how they do it. They will also find out 
how different kinds of hammers can be used 
to tackle specialized projects. Additional text 
features and search tools, including a glossary 
and an index, help students locate important 
information and learn new words. 

 

 
Drills 
 

 
Gregory, Josh 

Drills are among the most commonly used 
tools in any handyman's or handywoman's 
arsenal. This book will help students develop 
word recognition and reading skills while 
discovering what these incredible tools can do 
and how they do it. They will also find out 
how different kinds of drills can be used to 
tackle specialized projects. Additional text 
features and search tools, including a glossary 
and an index, help students locate important 
information and learn new words. 
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Screwdrivers 
 

 
Gregory, Josh 

Screwdrivers are among the most commonly 
used tools in any handyman's or 
handywoman's arsenal. This book will help 
students develop word recognition and 
reading skills while discovering what these 
incredible tools can do and how they do it. 
They will also find out how different kinds of 
screwdrivers can be used to tackle specialized 
projects. Additional text features and search 
tools, including a glossary and an index, help 
students locate important information and 
learn new words. 
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Farm Book List 
Title Author Summary (from the Library) Picture  
 
From farm to table 
 

 
Splisbury, Richard  

This book outlines all the basics of 
farming. It explains the difference 
between commercial and subsistence 
farming, and how farms have developed 
overtime. It engagingly explains what 
happens to food as it is processed, 
packaged, and sent to the supermarket. 
Curious minds will see how their daily 
meals are enriched and made possible by 
the toil of the farmer. 

 

 
Farm 
 

 
Cooper, Elisha 

Describes the activities on a busy family 
farm from the spring when preparations 
for planting begin to the autumn when the 
cats grow winter coats and the cold rains 
begin to fall.  

 
Farm Crawlers 
 

 
Pripps, Robert N. 

Farm Crawlers is the first color history of 
the development of all the great 
tracklaying  tractors. 

 
 

 
Farm animals 
 

 
Daynes, Katie 

How do pigs keep cool? Why do farmers 
shear their sheep? Which farm animals 
live underwater? In this book you'll find 
the answers and lots more facts about 
farm animals around the world.  

 
 



     Farm 
 
 
Farm machines 
 

 
Gills, Jennifer Blizin 

Explains the purpose of farm machinery 
and what it does to make farming easier. 

 
 
Farm Animals 
 

 
Gills, Jennifer Blizin 

Introduces common farm animals like 
cows, chickens and pigs, telling a little 
about each and why farmers raise them. 

 
 
Good Morning, Farm! 
 

 
Nichols, Catherine 

Milk the cows, feed the sheep, build a pen, 
and more--it's morning on the farm! 

 

 
Fantastic Farm Machines 
 

 
Peterson, Cris 

The day-to-day business of growing and 
harvesting crops for food is brought to 
dramatic life in this Nebraska Children's 
Agriculture Book of the Year as children 
see farmers and their machinery hard at 
work. Farmers lifted and hauled, cut and 
chopped, plowed and planted, waters and 
mowed by hand or with horses and simple 
equipment--until the first tractor 
appeared. Now there are tractors with 
eight wheels and tires big enough to stand 
in, skid steers with buckets for lifting, and 
sprayers that look like huge prehistoric 

 



     Farm 
 

birds, as well as many other modern 
computerized farming machines. Here's a 
look at farm machinery in the modern age. 

 
Vehicles on the Farm 
 

 
Peppas, Lynn 

Vehicles on the Farm takes readers on an 
exciting tour of the kinds of hard working 
vehicles that are found on a farm. 
Introduces readers to combines, 
harvesters, and other common farm 
vehicles and the important jobs they do. 

 
 
Pigs on the Family Farm 
 

 
Stiefel, Chana 

An introduction to an animal's life on a 
farm for early readers. Find out what a pig 
eats, where it lives, and what pigs are like 
on a farm 

 
 
Sheep on the Family Farm 
 

 
Stiefel, Chana 

An introduction to an animal's life on a 
farm for early readers. Find out what a 
sheep eats, where it lives, and what they 
are are like on a farm 
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Chickens on the Family 
Farm 

 
 
Stiefel, Chana 

 
An introduction to life on a farm for early 
readers. Find out what a chicken eats, 
where it lives, and its life cycle from baby 
chick to adult. 

 
 
Goats on the Family Farm 

 
Stiefel, Chana 
 

An introduction to life on a farm for early 
readers. Find out what a goat eats, where 
it lives, and how goats milk can be made 
into cheese 

 
 
Cows on the Family Farm 

 
Stiefel, Chana 
 

An introduction to life on a farm for early 
readers. Find out what a cow eats, where 
it lives, and when calves are born 
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A Year on the Farm 

 
 
Unstead, Sue 

Follows the busy lives of Mr. and Mrs. 
Farmer on their farm throughout the 
seasons of the year, including turning over 
the soil in winter, caring for the baby 
animals born in spring, watering crops in 
the summer, and apples and wheat in fall. 

 
  
Raising Cows on the 
Koebels’ Farm 
 

 
Flanagan, Alice K. 

Provides a basic introduction to the 
workings of a dairy farm, describing the 
feeding, cleaning, milking, and taking care 
of the cows. 

 
 
Chickens 
 

 
Lundgren, Julie K. 

Describes The Physical Characteristics, 
Habitat, Behavior, Life Cycle, Diet, And 
Reproduction Of These Feathery 
Producers Of Eggs. 
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Busy Chickens 
 

 
Schindel, John 

Busy chickens are squawking, perching, 
leaping, and more! Vivid, full-color 
photographs will keep toddlers engages as 
they imitate the many actions the chickens 
are doing. 

 
 
The Complete Cow 
 

 
Rath, Sara 

This is a light hearted yet serious look at 
dairy and beef cows of the world--both 
familiar and not so familiar.  
From ancient myths to a breed 
encyclopedia to a whimsical look at the 
fun pop culture surrounding famous cows, 
this books has it all.  It is beautifully 
illustrated with large format color photos 
of all breeds and is the first book to 
feature cows around the globe. 

 

 
From Cow to Ice Cream 
 

 
Knight, Bertram T.  

Describes in photographs and brief text 
the steps involved in making the ice cream 
we buy at the market, ice cream parlor, 
etc. 
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From Wheat to Pasta 
 

 
Egan, Robert  

Describes in photographs and brief text 
the steps involved in making pasta. 

 
 
The Vegetables We Eat 
 

 
Gibbons, Gail 

Illustrations and simple text describe the 
various vegetables people eat. 
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River Book List 
Title Author Summary (From Peoria Library)  
 
Boats 
 

 
Murray, Julie 

Illustrations and simple text 
describe different kinds of boats 
and the work they do. 

 
 
Amazing Boats 

 
Lincoln, Margarette 

Text and photos provide an 
introduction to the history of 
boats, from simple floating logs 
and dugout canoes to high-tech 
fishing boats, icebreakers, and 
floating airports. 

 
 
River 

 
Callery, Sean 

The world's rivers and ponds are 
full of animals looking for food to 
eat and trying not to be eaten 
themselves. This book describes 
the life cycles of eleven animals, 
how they live and reproduce and 
how they link with other animals 
in the food chains and food 
webs. 
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Pond & River 

 
Parker, Steve 

The most trusted nonfiction 
series on the market, Eyewitness 
Books provide an in-depth, 
comprehensive look at their 
subjects with a unique 
integration of words and 
pictures.  

 
Water 

 
Woodward, John 

Illustrated guide to every aspect 
of Earth's most precious 
resource-its chemical properties, 
its movement around the planet, 
and why it is essential for all life. 

 
 
Water 

 
Day, Trevor 

Discusses various aspects of 
water, including the water cycle, 
tides, and water pollution. 

 
 

 
Weather 

 
Dorling Kindersley  

What's the weather like today? 
Find out about all types of 
weather from sunny and windy 
days to thunderstorms. 
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River Town 
 
 

 
Geisert, Bonnie 

Describes, in brief text and 
illustrations, a year in the life of 
a river bank town and the many 
changes that occur throughout 
the seasons. 

 
 
 
 

 
Boat 
 

 
Kentley, Eric 

 
A history of the development 
and uses of boats, ships, and 
rafts, from birch-bark canoes to 
luxury liners. 

 

 
 

  
 
The Boat Alphabet Book 

 
Pallotta, Jerry 

An alphabet book presenting 
unusual facts about a variety of 
boats from aircraft carriers to 
zodiacs. 
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Making things Float & Sink 
 

 
Gibson, Gary 

Hands-on experiments enhance 
understanding of why things 
float, density of liquids, floating 
liquids, floating and sinking eggs, 
making a hydrometer, and other 
related topics. 

 
 
Why do Ships Float? 
 

 
Meredith, Susan 

Reveals the science behind 
buoyancy and why objects float, 
even if they are large cruise or 
military vessels. Features 
colorful photographs and 
illustrations. 

 
 
Things That Float and Things 
That Don’t 

 
Adler, David A. 

An apple floats in a tub of water, 
but a ball of aluminum foil sinks 
to the bottom. But wait. If that 
same ball of foil is flattened out 
and shaped into a boat, it floats! 
How can that be? David A. 
Adler's clear, concise text and 
Anna Raff's delightful 
illustrations explain the basic 
principles of flotation and 
density in a way that will really 
sink in 
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Sand Book List 
Title Author Summary Picture 

  
Sand 
 

 
Prager, Ellen 

Describes the formation of sand 
from materials such as coral, 
rock, or crystals and shows how 
it can be moved through water, 
wind, ice, and other erosion 
agents. 

 
 
 
How Does Sand Become Glass? 

 
Stewart, Melissa 

Examines the process by which 
sand is changed into glass 
through both natural and 
artificial means, and how people 
use glass to make useful 
products. 

 
 
Soil, Silt, and Sand; Layers of the 
Underground 
 

 
Rake, Jody Sullivan 

Teaches readers about layers 
and types of  soil, dirt, and earth 
underground 
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Sand, Leaf, or Coral Reef 

 
Stockland, Patricia M. 

Describes animal habitats and 
explains how they survive in 
those surroundings. 

 
 
Dinosaur Hunters 

 
McMullan, Kate 

Describes the work scientists do 
to find out more about these 
huge prehistoric animals 

 
 
Rocks 
 

 
Ostopowich, Melanie 

What are the three main types 
of rock? Where are the most 
unique rock formations found? 
What does it take to become a 
geologist? Readers will find the 
answers to these questions and 
more in Rocks. 
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Rocks 
 

 
Walker, Sally M. 

An introduction to the many 
different types of rocks. 

 
 
Rocks & Minerals 
 

 
Symes, R. F. 

Eyewitness Rocks & Minerals is 
an informative guide to the 
world beneath our feet. In this 
updated and revised version 
igneous, sedimentary and 
metamorphic rocks as well as 
hundreds of sparkling minerals 
are covered in detail on where 
and how they form; as well as 
explaining characteristics such as 
hardness, color and luster. 

 
 

  
Archaeologists Dig for Cues 
 

 
Duke, Kate 

Archaeologists on a dig work 
very much like detectives at a 
crime scene. Every chipped rock, 
charred seed, or fossilized bone 
could be a clue to how people 
lived in the past. In this 
information-packed Let’s-Read-
and-Find-Out Science book, Kate 
Duke explains what scientists are 
looking for, how they find it, and 
what their finds reveal. 
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Theater Book List 
Title Author Summary (from Peoria Library)  
 
Making Puppets 
 

 
Henry, Sally 

Provides step-by-step instructions for 
making a variety of puppets, including 
finger puppets, sock puppets, and 
marionettes. 

 
 
Make Your Own Puppets 
 

 
D’Cruz, Anna-Marie 

Crafty kids will enjoy making all kinds 
of playful puppets. Projects include a 
creepy crawly caterpillar, Chinese 
dragon, and Venus Flytrap. 

 
 
Ashley Bryan’s Puppets: 
Making Something for 
Everyone 
 

 
Bryan, Ashley 

Introduces puppets created out of 
found objects by describing each with 
a poem. 
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Theater 
 

 
Boy Scouts of America 

Information about many types of 
theater including, puppet shows, 
reader’s theater, live theater, and 
pantomime. 

 
 
On Stage: Theater Games and 
Activities for Kids 

 
Bany-Winters, Lisa 

Covers basic theater vocabulary, 
puppetry and pantomime, sound 
effects, costumes, props, and makeup; 
includes several play scripts. 
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Trains Book List 
Title Author Summary (From Peoria Library) Picture 
 
Train 
 

 
Coiley, John 

Traces the development of 
railways from the first 
Babylonian rutways to the 
electromagnetic, driverless 
trains of today, and describes 
how trains are built and 
operated. 

 
 
How does a High-Speed Train 
Work? 

 
Eason, Sarah 

This book examines the key 
improvements that have enabled 
railways to compete with 
airlines--a feat that until recently 
seemed impossible. 

 
 
Trains 
 

 
Shields, Amy 

Kids love trains! Especially the 
old-timey steam engines found 
in amusement parks and zoos. 
But what about a super-speeder 
in Japan that zooms on the track 
at 361 miles per hour? Or the 
world's longest freight train, 
stretching on for a whopping 4.6 
miles? Or futuristic railways in 
the sky? In this Level 1 reader, 
young readers will discover a 
whole new way of looking at 
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trains 
  
Trains 
 

 
Shimamoto, Jane 

Illustration and text describe 
different kinds of trains. 

 
 
Trains 
 

 
Murray, Julie 

Illustrations and simple text 
describe different kinds of trains 
and the work they do. 

 
 
Trains! 
 

 
Goodman, Susan 

Introduces the history of trains, 
from the nineteenth-century 
steam locomotives that bridged 
the American East and West to 
the Japanese "pusher" 
commuter trains and the 
Scottish train used as the 
Hogwarts Express in the "Harry 
Potter" films.  
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Trains 
 

 
Perry, Phyllis J. 

An exciting series about 
transportation and 
communication geared toward 
elementary school students. This 
curriculum-related series takes a 
look at different 

 
 
Passenger Trains 
 

 
Lassieur, Allison 

Discusses passenger trains, how 
they work, their history and 
inventors, how modern trains 
compare to early models, and 
what it is like to travel on them. 

 
 
Seymour Simon’s book of Trains 

 
Simon, Seymour 

Photographs and brief text 
present different kinds of trains 
and their cars: passenger trains, 
mountain trains, freight trains, 
diesel locomotives, gondolas, 
hopper cars, tank cars, and 
more. 

 
 
 
Let’s Look at Trains 

 
 
Publisher: Windmill books 

Simple text and labeled 
illustrations provide brief 
descriptions of trains, from the 
first locomotive built almost 200 
years ago to today's subway 
trains and monorails. 
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All Aboard! 

 
Zimmermann, Karl R. 

Discusses the history of 
passenger train travel and the 
current state of passenger rail. 

 
 
Cars, Trians, Ships & Planes: a 
Visual Encyclopedia of Every 
Vehicle 

 
Gifford, Cliver 

Presents over 1,000 vehicles in 
easy-to-follow graphics, 
describing key features of each 
main type of transportation and 
how they work. 

 
 
I Love Trains! 

 
Sturges, Philemon 

A boy expresses his love of 
trains, describing many kinds of 
train cars and their special jobs. 
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